FSP speech for rally in solidarity with the persecuted Hickey family

Parramatta, 23 May 2011
Greetings from the Freedom Socialist Party!

My name is Alison Thorne; I’m the Melbourne branch organiser for the party, a workplace delegate with the Community and Public Sector Union and a founding member of ISJA – Melb. 

I acknowledge that I stand on the land of the Dharrug Nation. I do so, not as some tokenistic protocol as recited by politicians and bureaucrats, but because, as a working class woman, I understand that none of us can be liberated while we live on stolen land.
Congratulations to the organisers of this rally demanding that the outrageous riot charges slapped on members of the Hickey family be dropped immediately. We are proud to be part of this united front struggle.

We are also honoured to stand alongside the fighting Hickey family who are inspirational role models because they refuse to go quiet about the role of the racist Redfern police in the death of TJ Hickey and they will not meekly accept the blatant ongoing harassment by the NSW cops. We particularly acknowledge the strength of the women in the family — Gail, Bowie, Patricia, Tisha and others. Sisters we salute your tenacity and we stand with you. 

The behaviour of the Riverstone cops last September is a disgrace. But it cannot be dismissed as aberrant behaviour by a few bad apples. Those cops are representatives of the capitalist state, which uses racism and sexism as powerful tools. We have no faith in this system. 

We have no faith that those facing charges today will get a fair go. The so-called “justice” system they face is the same system that locked up Lex Wotton and keeps him politically gagged while murderous Chris Hurley walks free. It’s the same system the hounds Somali and Sudanese youth, that strips building workers of rights under the Australian Building and Construction Commission and that Tasers and locks up the mentally ill. It’s the same system that’s covered up the role of cops and screws in the deaths of Veronica Baxter, TJ Hickey and Mr Ward.  The police, prisons and the courts protect the ruling class and uphold the status quo. But while the state aims to do its job, we have plans of our own!

While we have no faith in this court, we have endless faith in the power of a militant, mobilised, mass movement actively built by the Aboriginal community, trade unionists, feminists, socialists, anarchists, queer activists, civil libertarians, migrants and others targeted by racism and who have no stake in this system. If we organise, we can get the charges against the Hickey family dropped! 

We also need to hold the cops to account. We call for elected civilian review boards to help do this. This idea came out of the Black civil rights movement in the U.S. Review boards would be directly accountable to the community and have the power to investigate, discipline, sack and recommend charges against abusive cops.

We’re under no illusion that review boards could eliminate cop abuses: this will be a fact of life as long as we have an economic system that exploits the majority for the benefit of a few. But elected civilian review boards could certainly reduce police abuses and are, therefore, worth fighting for.

We all have the legal right to be free from police abuse. Under capitalism, that right is violated every hour. But by uniting with each other in the streets and building a fighting mass movement, we can forge a world where that right on paper becomes a right in reality.

There’s a job to be done. We can help forge that future by building the campaign to drop the charges against the Hickey family now!
